
MODULE 1: Introduction to teaching

OVERVIEW OF TEFL

Teaching English as a Foreign Language to non-native speakers is very different to teaching 
English to a native English speaker.  

TEFL classes are usually a means for the students to practice their English through class 
activities and role plays. If the students are to improve their language skills, they must be 
involved in games and activities that the teacher uses as a fun way to practice English. Thais 
(and young learners from most countries) are more likely to be involved in activities if they 
are made to be fun activities, rather than boring, repetitive exercises.  

Generally the teacher’s role is to act as a role model for correct usage and pronunciation and
to stimulate the student’s interest in learning the language. What is correct English 
pronunciation is open to debate – an American, an Irishman and a Scot will all say they are 
pronouncing words correctly but they will all sound very different. The same will apply to 
any language – there are regional differences and native speakers are more attuned to these
differences than others.  

By practicing the language skills in class, in a fun atmosphere, the students are gaining 
confidence to use these skills outside the classroom.  

Practice is essential to learning any new skill – could you imagine trying to learn to weld by 
only reading a book and not practicing – and learning a new language is going to involve a lot
of practice.  

Unfortunately, some schools will only employ English teachers from the USA or Australia, as 
they think this makes it easier for the students. What happens to these students when they 
encounter someone from Wales (or India) speaking English? In reality, the greater the range 
of accents the students are exposed to the better their English will be.  

Many Asian students are usually very good at English grammar. English teachers in Asian 
schools generally focus on the grammar component, with little opportunity for conversation 
practice. This is, in part, because many lack the skills to teach conversation English. Also, the 
large class sizes make conversation practice difficult, even if the teachers have the necessary 
skills.  

English teachers in Western schools rarely focus on grammar – mostly we pick it up through 
usage. In some Asian schools, western teachers are employed to teach conversation English, 
with local teachers teaching the grammar. In our TEFL classes, we do not teach grammar 
directly, rather we teach it through usage and repetition.



THE ROLES OF THE TEACHER

Examine the three photographs of groups of students in a classroom situation.  

There are three types of teachers represented by the photographs - the explainer, the 
involver, the enabler.  

What is good/bad about each type and in what situations would you become each type of 
teacher.  

Your role, as a teacher, will include most of the following (and many more) at some time in 
your career.  

 Counsellor – assisting with personal, emotional and domestic problems  Tester –  

continually evaluating student’s progress as a means to determine your success in the 
classroom  Lecturer – disseminating information, facts, rules  Manager/organizer -  

ensuring everything needed for the lesson is available and students are informed of what is 
required  Tutor – providing individual help and coaching when required  Psychologist –  

understanding and dealing with problem students, group dynamics  Innovator – producing 

or adapting teaching aids to illustrate the teaching point  Role model – you are expected to 

use correct English and set a personal example 

Conflict resolution – resolving student conflicts
Researcher – keeping up to date with current information and techniques
Advisor – helping students with job interview, filling out forms
Motivator – you need to encourage your students and make them want to learn.  

As a teacher in Asian countries you will gain respect simply because of your position. 
Unfortunately, this is no longer the case in most western schools, although it was in the past.
It is important to maintain that respect by being aware how you dress and present yourself, 
both inside and outside the classroom.  

Ask yourself the question – Would you like to have your TEFL class conducted by a 
professional teacher or a backpacker who is working for a few months to finance his travels? 
Is there any reason the same shouldn’t apply to your students?  

Teaching (and living) in Asia presents many problems for westerners because of the very 
different culture. The concept of saving “face” is very important to Asians, yet many 
westerners struggle to understand the implications of this for everyday life. You will need to 
be more aware of body language as this can be a valuable tool to assist communication.



TEN BASIC PRINCIPLES OF LEARNING

The ten basic principles of learning can be described as-:  

1) Feedback – feedback should be going on continuously throughout the lesson so the 
teacher knows when the students are following the subject – if the students do not 
understand, it is pointless to continue. Here it is important to be aware of non-verbal clues 
the students are giving you. Maybe you need to go back and do the same thing in a different 
way or switch activities.  

2) Recency – The last thing learned is the first remembered. It is very important to 
remember in formulating the conclusion to the lesson since the conclusion is the last thing in
the lesson for the students.   

3) Appropriateness – The lesson material must be appropriate to the students needs. It 
would be totally irrelevant talking about the Metro but better to use the Skytrain as an 
example. Where possible, use local examples.  

4) Motivation – the teacher’s job is to motivate the students so they want to learn; to show 
them a reason for learning. This is where the introduction becomes important, as it should 
grab the student’s attention. But there will always be a very small number of students who, 
no matter what you do, just don’t seem to want to be in class. They are a real challenge for 
the teacher, but can be very rewarding when you succeed.  

5) Exercises – practice, practice, practice- repetitive exercises can be effective- sometimes 
they are boring for the teacher, but then he has a good grasp of English.  

6) Sequencing – the lesson (and the syllabus) should have a logical sequence and activities 
flow from one to the next, or from one lesson to the next. The age and development stage of
the students is important here.  

Known before unknown    Simple before complex    Concrete before abstract  

7) Two way communication – teachers need to communicate with the students, not talk to 
them- encourage active participation in the lesson and encourage them to openly ask 
questions without feeling silly. This is part of the process of building rapport with the class.  

8) Multiple-sense learning – we have 5 senses- how many can we stimulate in one lesson? 
The more senses we use, the more effective our learning. Think about background music and
its effectiveness. Why is TV a more effective medium for advertisers than press or radio? 9) 
Active learning – student involvement, games, activities are more effective than lectures and
reading from books. The idea is to have maximum STT and minimum TTT.  

10) Primacy – The first things learned are those remembered the best – think of first 
impressions. This is where planning and preparation becomes important. It is important to 
get it right the first time.  



These ten basic principles can be summarized using the mnemonic FRAMES2MAP.   A 
mnemonic is one of the tools we use to help us remember things. It involves using the first 
letter of a list of things that we need to remember, especially if the order is important – e.g. 
the planets in the solar system, colors of the rainbow. Sometimes, the sillier the sentence 
the easier it is to remember.


